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Beyond the nation-state: on global history and the
“global turn” of modern western historiography

Chu-shan Chiang

Department of History, National Dong Hua University

This article introduces the new methodological and historical work on
global history. Now the “global turn” has arrived. In recent years, most
branches of historiography have witnessed a sharp increase in research
operating with border- crossing perspectives. Global history challenges
the field’s basic organizing principle: the primacy of nation-state.
Sometimes, global historians challenge the proposition that historians
should write national histories at all.

So what does the global approach offer historians of early American
republic? The French historian Lynn Hunt has noted: “The global turn
should not just offer a broader or bigger view; it has to offer a better one.”

Keywords: historical writing, nation-state, global turn, global history,
theory and history



